
Cinema, Cent Ans De Jeunesse 2012-13 

Tasks / Rules of the Game “Mettre en scène” / “Placement and Shooting” 

 

I.  On seeing the extracts DVD.  Individual exercise: 

 

Ask your students to draw up the floorplan for one of the film clips from the DVD.  They may have to 

watch it several times to get all the information they need. 

Compare the students’ plans to work out the exact floorplan, and then place the camera positions on 

the plan, identifying the angle from which they were filming. 

II.  Exercises: 

 

1.  Individual Exercise:  After several practice attempts, each student will create one photo (or a 

short one shot film) showing a relationship between two people (students or others).  The 

relationship will not be explained by the expression on their faces, but by the mis en scene, or 

placement of the characters in a specific site:  Their placement in the site; their position in 

relation to each other (face on / back on, near / far) and the choice of camera position at which 

they have been photographed (close / far, sharp / soft, close up / long shot, from above, from 

below…).  Each photo will be titled with an emotional state (“confrontation”, “misunderstanding”, 

“attraction”, etc.)     

 

2. Group Exercise: Using 2 or 3 characters stage the same situation in 2 different ways, the scene 

will be based around a strong emotional state being at play between the characters.  The scene 

must be staged either on a staircase or around a table (each scene will be less than two minutes 

long and comprise of a maximum of 4 shots.)  Examples of situations:  A meeting; a rivalry… 

 

3. Group Exercise:  Invent a situation lasting less than 2 minutes and comprising of a maximum of 4 

shots.  Film this exact situation in three different spaces:  1 open space, 1 constrained space, 

and one space of your choosing.  

 

III. Group Film  

 

Make a film which includes 2 scenes filmed in the same space:  once with 2 characters, another time 

with the same two characters plus 1 or 2 others.  The situation and the issues will be different 

between these 2 scenes, with a different mis en scene. 

These two scenes should be in a constrained space, whereas the other scenes making up the rest of 

the film should be in open spaces. 

The film will last a maximum of 8 minutes. 



 

IV.  Project Blog 

 

For some years now, the blog of the Cinéma, cent ans de jeunesse project has become a lively space in 

which to exchange ideas and perspectives between participant groups.  You should include entries to 

the blog in line with the stages of the project. 

We ask you to show last year’s blog to your students, especially those taking part in the project for the 

first time, to show them the diversity of participants and variety of approaches that people are taking 

to the project.   We hope this inspires your students to submit materials to the blog, too. 

Each group will start off by introducing itself, with photos of the group, their school / social club, and 

its situation.   

Next, as the year progresses the participants will submit various materials to the blog:  photos of 

locations and the shooting process, perspectives on the film clips, and general shots of the group at 

work. 

They should react to the other content on the blog from other groups.  This should be in the language 

of the group on whose photo you are commenting.  The project languages are:  French, Italian, 

English, Catalan, Spanish and Portugese. 

Teachers, practitioners and cultural partners are also invited to submit to the blog.     

 

   


