
Understanding Cinema 2013-14

The Long Take

Rules of the Game

Tips for Analysing the Film Clips

You can chose to accompany your viewing of the Long Take clips by using screen captures, still photos 

grabbed by computer from the clips, of the key moments of the excerpts you chose to look at.  

You can retrace the journey of the camera in relation to the characters by either drawing up a floor plan  

and marking it on it, or acting it out physically with your students.

You can also note where the Long Take could have been broken up to make it in to a series of shots, rather 

than as one Long Take.    

Use the still images included on the DVD of film clips to sketch out ideas for short scenes.  Discuss which 

kind of Long Takes would best serve the groups to tell the story of their scene in the way they want.

Exercises

1. Watching:  Lumière Minutes - Recording the World Around You

Each participant will film a minute of material in the manner of the Lumière Brothers.  The shot will be from 

a fixed position, lasting one minute and include the sounds recorded on location at the time of filming.  The 

minutes can be filmed either inside or outside.

Chose a place, a subject, a moment and record it, with out influencing anything in the shot.

Once each student has recorded their minute, show all of the clips they have made together in one go.

You can ask your groups to chose locations for their minutes together in small numbers.  Within those 

groups each participant must film a different moment, in the location chosen, or about the chosen subject, 

making sure to set up their own framing and chose the right moment for themselves.

It is requested that all the participants in the project, including teachers, group leaders, film makers and 

cultural partners put themselves in the firing line and also film their own Lumière Minute.

2. Create A Short Scene

Create a brief scene which will then be filmed using a Long Take.  

• Film the scene from a fixed point

• Then film the same scene with a moving camera

Each version must be between 2 - 3 minutes long.
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Indicate which type of Long Take you are using in the title card for the clip.  Types as indicated in the DVD of 

film clips include: double scene; telling a story; a contemplative shot; a physical performance; changing during 

the shot; split focus etc.

Particular attention will be paid to the use of sound in this exercise. 

3. Group Film

A troubling encounter:  At a certain moment a character or characters have an 

encounter which troubles them. 

Create a film around the provocation above which includes several Long Takes.  The film can be edited 

together, including elements of montage if you so wish.  The film will last a maximum of 8 -10 minutes.  

In one of the Long Takes the camera must forget the character or characters and become autonomous, 

follow another path and then find the character or characters again.  This section should create an 

emotional or sensational response in the viewer watching the clip.    

Blog

Before the end of November each participant group should present themselves to the others on the blog 

using photos.  These will include:

• A photo of the group

• A photo of your work space

• A photo of your school / centre  and the area around it.

• A photo of a space near to your workspace that your group finds inspiring, stating what interest them 

about the space.

Throughout the course of the year  you can contribute to the blog when you like.  Things you may like to 

put up on the blog include:

• Films that you’ve seen

• Excerpts of any thoughts you have on any of the films and clips you’ve seen

• Any of your own discoveries about the subject and film making

• Photos of the group at work in rehearsal and filming

• Anything else that you think useful to share with the rest of the group

All of the Lumière Minutes from across the project will be brought together and shared on line.  

Make the most of the blog, it’s a chance to exchange your perspectives on the project and your findings 

with other groups, before meeting them in person later in the year.

Posts can be sent by participants, tutors, teachers, film makers and cultural partners.  

2


